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1. Article Style. Type all copy flush
left without justification. This
includes headings, bylines, and the
first line of each paragraph. Place a
credit byline (author’'s name)
between the title and first paragraph.
Leave a blank line between
paragraphs.

2. Media. All copy exceeding 10
lines should be submitted via the
NTPCUG BB5 or on floppy
diskette(s) - (5.25" or 3.5" DOS
formatted). If you want the disk
returned please include a
self-addressed return-postage-paid
mailer. If you submit your article in
hardcopy and expect us to transcribe
it, bear in mind that we don’t type so
well. Most times, hardcopy-
ornly-articles get filed in the Void.

3. File Formats. ASCII text files are
preferred. Use .TXT extension for
ASCI files. If formatting is crucial,
Microsoft WORD and WordPerfect
files will be accepted. Other word
processor file formats may be
acceptable but only if the article is
accompanied by hardcopy and an
ASCI] file version of the article.
Word processor files create a lot of
extraneous work for the editors. If
the article can be ASCII-fied, please
do so.

3. Submitting Articles. You may use
one of three methods.

a) NTPCUG BBS (Preferred). Log-on
to the BBS and select (U)pload from
the main menu. Your default file
transfer protocol will be displayed.
If you want to change your default
protocol, use the (P)rofile option.
Once you have set the file transfer
protocol, select the (A)rticle option
from the upload menu. You will be
prompted for the filename to upload.
Enter the filename (don’t use drive or
path name). The BBS will prompt
you to begin the file transfer. (Refer
to your communications software
manual for instructions on
transferring files.) After the file
transfer has been completed, you will
be prompted to, “press any key to
continue...” You will then be
prompted for a one-line description
of the file. Enter the description. To
exit the Article Upload Menu press
ENTER until you get back to the
Main Menu. (OPTIONAL - Send a
BBS mail message to Gerry Heine
regarding your submitted article.)

b) Snail Mail (a.k.a. U.S. Postal
Service). Put the article on a floppy
diskette and mail it to: 218 Virginia
Ave., Waxahachie, TX 75165-2418

c) SneakerNet. Track down one of
the editors at the monthly meeting
and give them a diskette with the
article on it.
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9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

company of cholce. Thers will be a drawing for tree products. -

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

products. *

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

A Unique On-Line Job Search

and Resume

ervice

Opportunity Network...on line

Tim Armes, President
Opportunity Nétwork...on {ine has becoma the natlon’s fastest growing on-line employment information service since it
was launched In 1382. OpNet provides effective two-way communication betwean the professional and the hiring authori-
tas of over 50 1op corporations, and alfows you free access for your job search via your PC and modem. Now a new
Windows product, RasumE:Mail, helps you prepars your resume (with fifl-in-the-blank fields, aviomatc formarting and on-
scresn tips), pnnt it, auto-dial into OpNat and then E:Mail your resume directly to the electronic mallbox at the specific

Mapping Power Made Easy

MapLinx Corporation
MapLinx for Windows is a powerful desktop mapping product which lets you see database information geographically on
a U.S. map. Within seconds, you can display contac’s from ACT!, Access, 1-2-3, Paradox, or any .DBF file fomat. You
can then easily select those contacts within a 50-mile radius of & given poinl, and expont them to a word processor or da-
labase file. Maplinx converts dalabase records with zip code fields 10 symbols on the map. MapUinx Is perfect for plan-
ning trips, anslyzing sales terrtories, finding location of closest dealer, and much more. There will be a Srawing for free

NTPCUG Business Meeting

Broderbund Software Review

Broderbund Software
Dave Hatchel, Sales Representative

Come see what is new from Sroderbund. The company which produces Print Shop. KIS Text, Prince of Parsia, Living
Books and numerous othar titles has many mare offerings now. The nawast ones 10 be demonstrated are Mist (a CD ad-
venture game), Print Shop CD version, Automap, and Autormap Street Atlas. There will be a drawing for fres software. *

* Tickels for each drawing will be given out from 10 minutes belore until 15 minutes after the stan-time of the meeting 1o attending
NTPCUQG members who show proof of membership.

8:00 - 8:55
Microsoft Networking

Visual BASIC - Beginning

$:00 - 9:55

BASIC Programming-Visual

DOS
General Genealogy
Hardware Solutions

Intemet
Personal Users
Quicken
Software Review
StarText
Visual BASIC
Windows Applications
WordPerfect/DOS

10:00 - 10:55
BASIC - Classic
CAD

10:00 - 10:55 (Cont.)
Fox Pro Databasa
Micrografx
Networking
PAF-Genealogy
Paradox
Personal Users
WordPerfect/Windows
UNIX

11:00 - 11:55
BASIC Programming-
-Begining
Assembler

Brother's Keeper Genealogy

GAD (Cont.)
Investors
Micrografx (Cont)
MS Works
Roots IV - Genealogy

11:00 - 11:55 (Cont.)
Spreadsheet Developers
Windows Devefopers

11:30 - 11:55
Orientation

12:00 - 12:55
Alpha Four
C++/Advanced C
Communications
Desktop Publishing
Investors (Cont.}
0O8/2 for End Users
Personal Users
Roots [I/1V (Cont.)
T1 Pro

1:00 - 1:55
Access
ACTI
APL

1:00 - 1:55 (Cont)
BBS
Business Apps/DAC Easy
DATAFLEX
Middle C
MS Word
08S/2 Developers
Personal Users
Spreadsheet

2:00 - 2:55
Advanced Programmers
Community Services
The Master Genealogist

Please consult the BBS
and remember to check
the overhead display in
the INFOMART lobby
for latest SIG schedules
and room locations
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To Cyrix: “Reagan Andrews

expressed this in his letter to
you, but please accept this
public apology. This action
is not typical of our group.
We hope this does not turn
you off to presenting at user
group meetings. User
groups survive through the
good work of volunteers, the

Some Good

I am proud to report that our ef-
forts in helping another user
group get started have been met
with great success. At a recent
meeting, Rick Maxwell from Big
Spring, Texas (out West, near Mid-
land-Odessa) approached several
of the officers of NTPCUG about
getting a group started. We made
sure that Rick got the in touch
with Borland for the Borland User
Group Starter Kit. The report
came back to us at the March
meeting that the Big Spring Users
Group is going strong.

Keep it up Rick. Let us know if
we can provide any other assis-
tance. :

Some Bad

In March, the DOS and Hardware
SIG’s combined for a special pres-
entation by Cyrix on CPU technol-
ogy. Cyrix was generous enough
to provide the moming coffee.
Now the bad news: they passed
around several chips for the audi-
ence to see up close, and the one
chip that the Cyrix rep said he
wanted back was not returned.

A message to the THIEF: “You are
not welcome at the NTPCUG. If
we find out that you are a North
Texas PCUG member, we will
kick you out of the group. Our
bylaws give us the authority. You
may think you are clever, but you
are nothing more than a common
crook.”

generosity of vendors like
you, and the close community of
people helping others. Actions
such as this disgust all of us.”

Some Ugly

Keep an eye out at your favorite
computer store. The last three
times that I have purchased some-
thing there, I have had to correct
the cashier on pricing irregulari-
ties. The pnice on the shelf was
lower than the price rung at the
register, or the price advertised in
the paper was different than the
price charged. Once is a mistake,
twice 1s a poor computer system,
three times in three visits borders
on an investigation by the Attor-
ney General’s office on pricing
practices.

A Fistful Of Dollars

You missed it. Or at least most of
you missed it. On March 31st, Mi-
crosoft came to town on their
User Group Technology Tour, co-
sponsored by Compaq Computer
Corp. Two great presenters from
Redmond, Washington, Dan
Conde and Usef Meh#, showed

us some of the features of Win-
dows for Workgroups

May 1994

Chicago, the soon-to-be-beta-
tested version of the Windows in-
terface. Treated is the correct
word because a local Microsoft
representative told me that they
were not allowed to talk about
what she saw presented, without
an arm full of Non-Disclosure
Agreements. Dan and Usef kept
everyone awake by tossing T-
shirts at the audience. Keeping
us awake was not a problem—
they were well versed and enthu-
siastic about their respective prod-
ucts.

The Question and Answer period
continued until everyones’ ques-
Hons were answered. The fistful
of dollars came in the products
given away, including multiple
copies of the Microsoft Sound Sys-
tem, Encarta Encyclopedia, DOS,
Golf, Windows NT, and Microsoft

Office.

Maybe the Thursday night before
Good Priday is not a good time
for a presentation, but for every-
one who attended, they left satis-
fied that Microsoft, Compagq, and
NTPCUG put on a good show.

Alex Lilley gave a short talk on
the Dallas Computer Literacy Pro-
gram that netted cash donations,
volunteers, and 150 working

PS/2 computers, software and li-
censes. Way to go, Alex. Truly a
fistful for the literacy program.

Andy

3.11 that we did not
know were there.
Then they cranked

up a dual-Pentium
Compagq and pre-
viewed Daytona, the
super-charged follow-
up to Windows NT.

Next, we were
treated to a peek at

The Law Offices of Kent H. Roberts

Jdeas Are The Currency Of The 2ist Century™

2626 Cole Avenue, Suite 400
Dallas, Texas 75204
214 855 5353




Paradox works for more Fortune 500
companies hecause it works for you

Get a look at the #1 selling database in the world

Whether you're brand new to
computers or an experienced
power user, Paradox®
for Windows instantly
makes you more pro-
ductive. There’s sim-

ply no easier way to
access, manage, and
present your business
information.

Features at your fingertips

You don’t have lime to waste, 5o built-
in productivity Experts™ guide you
through creating forms and reports, or
using graphical Query By Example.
Object Inspector™ menus give immedi-
ate access to commands and options,
without searching through layers of
pull-down menus. Style Sheets provide

instant formats for you to use, and let
| you save your favorites. You can even

Paradnx is lhe best Windows database

create your own custom Windows
solurjons with ObjectPAL,™ the
powerful yet intuiive
programming language
| included with Paradox.

The easiest
transition to
Windows

You get seamless access to all the
most popular data formats, inctuding
Paradox for DOS and Windows,
dBASE,® and FoxPro. Paradox also
lets you coanect to popular SQL
servers like Borland InterBase,®
Sybase/MS.® and Oracle, making it

l
FMGAIINJ
it "
Paradox Paradox Paradox
Sfor Windows or Windows for Windowr
May 11,1993 ovember 1993 February 1994

easy to “upsize” your applications
10 client/server as your information
grows.

For ease of use, power, and total
connectivity, Paradox works for you.
And because of that, it has become the
obvious choice of
corporations every-
where, Get Paradox
for Windows today.

90-day, money-back guarantee!

| See your dealer or call now, |
1 1-800-336-8464, exl. 8782 |

In Canada call, 1-800-461-3327

"~ Borland

Power made easy~

Copyright © 1994 Borland Internatiodal, Inc. All rights reserved. AJ) Borland product names are rademarks of Borland International, Inc. B1 6987
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Making Calls to the Windows API
From Visual Basic

In my March column, I discussed
the extensibility of Visual Basic as
one of the most powerful features
in Visual Basic. The extensibility
“of Visual Basic is exemplified by
(1) the many third-party controls
offered by vendors, (2) custom
controls created by developers
themselves, and {3) calls to the
Windows Application Program In-
terface (AP]) included in the Vis-
ual Basic application. I promised
to cover this subject last month,
but was side-tracked.

What is the Windows API?

Microsoft Windows contains

three dynamuc link libraries (DLL)
that contain over 600 specialized
functions. These are called Appli-
cation Programming Interface
(AP]) functions. For the most
part, Visual Basic functions are
sufficient to solve your program-
ming needs.

Certain tasks, however, are too
trivial to justify a custom control
and are not supported by any of
the built-in controls in Visual Ba-
sic. An example of such a task is
the determination of the kind of
microprocessor (80286, 80386, or
80486) a computer is using or if a
computer has a numeric co-proc-
essor (80287, 80387, or 80486).

Another valid reason for calling
API functions is to speed up your
program. A selected API call
within a loop may save consider-

able time over a built-in Visual
Basic routine that does more than
you need.

Warning: API Calls demand
attention to detail

If you are careful, no harm will
come to your program. How-
ever, API calls require exactness
and have no tolerance for typo-
graphical errors. It is usual that
the program will cause a General
Protection Fault (GPF) if the trans-
action is not set up flawlessly. If
you do not have the “Save before
run” option set on your Visual Ba-
sic normally, you should set it
when experimenting with API
functions.

Setting up the API Func-
tion Call

The DLL functions of interest to
Visual Basic programmers are in-
cluded in three dynamic link li-
braries. They are KERNEL.EXE,
GDILEXE, AND USER.EXE. In or-
der to use a DLL function within
Visual Basic, you must place a De-
clare statement in the Declara-
tions section of a form, module,
or global module. For example,
to determine the type of micro-
processor being used in a com-
puter, we would enter the follow-
ing statement in the Declarations
section:

Declare Function GetWinFlags Lib
“Kernel” () As Long

This identifies that we intend to
use the AP] function GetWinFlags
from the Kemel Library and it will
return a Long integer.

Next, we need to mask the' long
integer in order to determine
which microprocessor the Long in-
teger is indicating. We declare
some constants for HEX masks in
the Declarations section of our
form as follows:

Const CPU286 = &H2&
Const CPU386 = &H4&
Const CPU486 = &H8&
Const 80x87 = &H400&

Add the following code into the
Form_Click procedure and you
can determine the microprocessor
you have in your computer. Re-
member, each line of code in Vis-
ual Basic must be on a single line.
If the newsletter editor splits up
some of the lines, you must be
sure to restore them to a single
line. The Print statements may be
a problem. Check them as you
type them into your program.

Entering Code to make the

API Call
Sub Form_Click

This program invokes the API call
GetWinFlags to determine installed
CPU

Dim CPUdata As Long
CPUdata = GetWinFlags
If CPUdata And CPU286 Then

Print “Your computer contains an

80286 microprocessor.”

Elself CPUdata And CPU386 Then
Print *Your computer contains
an 80386 microprocessor.”

Elself CPUdata And CPU486 Then



May 1994

Winway Job Interview
for Windows

by Andy Oliver

You may remember that I re-
viewed another WinWay product
over a year ago. It was their Re-
sume’ for Windows program.
They have a new 2.0 version of
the Resume’ program, but [ am
more intrigued by the Job Inter-
view program. When you haven’t
been in the job marketplace for a
while, you’re apt to be apprehen-
sive about interviewing. What

Print “Your computer contains
an 80486 microprocessor.”

Eng If

If CPUdata And 80x87 Then
Print “Your computer contains
a numeric co-processor.”

End If
End Sub

Remember to check the accuracy
of your Declare statement, your
Constant entries, and the code
you placed in the Form_Click pro-
cedure.

For additional information

The Professional Edition of Visual
Basic 3.0 contains two help files
on the Windows API. When you
open the Visual Basic help meny,
select Open under the File menu
and select the WINAPI directory.
The two files are in that directory
and are of some assistance. If
you are seriously into the use of
the Windows API, the best re-
source, by far, is the Visual Basic
Programmer’s Guide to the Windows
API by Daniel Appleman and
published by Ziff-Davis Press.

Jim Carter
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questions will they ask? How can
I respond without sounding like a
complete dunce? This program is

designed to help with the process.

The approach I took with this re-
view was to use Windows as it
was intended; I left my WordPer-
fect document open while I went
through the installation and test-
ing of the software.

WinWay Job Interview comes on
three high density 3-1/2" disks
and requires 2MB of hard disk
space (SMB required to support
sound). Also required are Win-
dows 3.1 and a VGA/SVGA
monitor. The installaion went
very cleanly. It asked to confirm
the subdirectory where it was put-
ting the files, and it asked to con-
firm that you want sound. If you
do not have a sound card, it can
be instalied to “speak” over your
computer’s speaker. The program
makes its own group and puts
two icons in it: WinWay Job Inter-
view and Other WinWay Prod-
ucts.

The Job Interview program in-
cludes over 200 of the mostcom-
monly asked questions in inter-
views. The program screen is di-

vided into multiple scroll boxes
including Topic,

Question, Your Answer, Hint
(which can be turned off), Sample
Answer (which can also be

turmed off), and a sketch of an in-
terviewer that you can change.
There are three male and three fe-
male interviewers; the voice
changes between male and female,

The Topic area covers 64 topics
from Interview Introduction
(“How are you?”), to Interest,
Knowledge of the Organization,
Experience ("What previous work
experiences do you think prepare
you for this position?”), to Stress-
ful (“What would make you leave
us?”), and finally the Conclusion.

The Answer area is for you to put
in your answers to the questions
and then to rate yourself on how
clear, motivated, credible, and
confident you think you’ve an-
swered. You can stop and save
the interview and when you re-
start the program it asks if you
want to continue a previous inter-
view. A Sample Answer to the
question “What would you con-
sider to be a good annual salary
increase?” is “It would depend on
my performance and the perform-
ance of the company as a whole.
But in general, I would like to at
least keep up with the increase in
the cost of living.”

Interesting topics include Unlaw-
ful questions like “What does
your spouse do for a living?”, Pos-
sibly Unlawful questions such as
questions to find out your preju-
dices, and Stressful questions.
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The Whole Internet User’s
Guide & Catalog — Second
Edition

by Ed Krol

Published by O'Reilly & Associ-
ates
reviewed by Doug Gorrie

A few months ago, I found thatI
not only had full Internet access
at work, but that I also had the
necessary software (Netmanage’s
Chameleon) on my PC to make

thRgunfprination Highway”.

With some scrounging, I man-
aged to find the appropriate TP
(Internet Protocol) addresses
needed to bridge my PC to the In-
ternet. However, I was winging
it the whole time, reading only
the limited amount of informa-
tion that I could find at that time.

May 1994

However, if you are a generally
experienced user, begin with
Chapters 9 through 13 to learn
about Archie, Gopher, Veronica,
Jughead, WAIS (Wide Area Infor-
mation Service), the World Wide
Web (WWW, or W3), and Mosaic.
Each of these eases the task of
finding information and files
within the Internet,. making it
less of a “black art”. Several In-
ternet services are also covered,
including Finger, Whois, X.500 ,
the Knowbot Information Service,
and Netfind. These help you lo-
cate other Internet users and sys-
tems.

The remaining chapters and the
four appendices cover “other ap-
plications”, problem resolution,

Winway Job Interview... Ctd.

The best way to handle yourself
in an interview is to be prepared.
This program helps.

The only problem I found with
the program was that it locked up
Windows when I tried to print a
question. I thought I would test
this function a second time, but I
saved this review first. [t did not
lock up on further attempts, but
be careful.

Other icons on the screen besides
Print, include Sound On/Off,
Help (in the way of Interview
Strategy), and Windows Clip-
board Cut, Copy, and Paste. Fi-
nally, WinWay has included sam-
ple Thank-You Notes in Windows
Write format that you can use as
guidelines for your thank-you’s.

Companies are striving for a
niche in the software market and
I think WinWay Corporation is
on their way.

Suggested Retail $69.95
Approximate Streét Price $40.00
WinWay Corporation

5431 Auburmn Blvd., Suite 398
Sacramento, CA 95841-2801

Tel. (916) 332-2671

Fax (916) 332-2529

Andy Oliver

Than I came upon The Whole In-
ternet User’s Guide & Catalog, and
things started to make sense.
There are numerous Internet
books in print these days, and
more coming, but I can sincerely
say that The Whole Internet is one
of the top choices.

The Whole Internet is designed for
those who want to use the In-
ternet, but don’t want to become
professional networkers in the
process. The book assumes that
the user is computer literate, but
not a guru. In the networking en-
vironument, that’s me !! Now in
its second iteration, it has grown
from 376 pages to 543, with the
growth mostly in the last half of
the book, where the real meat is.

The uninitiated will benefit from
reading the entire book, cover to
cover. It was well written back int
1992, but version two is even eas-
ier to read and it is more informa-
tive. Despite the UNIX orienta-
tion of other publications from
OReilly & Associates, Ed Krol
has done an outstanding job of
spreading the discussion across
most of the common platforms.
UNIX still has a slight lead, but
as a PC user, [ rarely felt slighted.

For those already familiar with
the Internet, Krol suggests start-
ing with Chapter 5, where he be-
gins chapter by chapter discus-
sions on TELNET (for remote LO-
GIN to other systems), FTP (File
Transfer Protocol, for moving
files between systems), Electronic
Mail, and Network News (also
known as Usenet). These topics
jointly cover 138 pages, and are
thorough without being overly
technical.
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A personal view of new or unusual hardware, software, and applications for IBM small compufefsﬂ and compa}fbfeé

Novell finds new leader — Frankenberg
While Cyrix finds IBM chip foundry,
Chicago’s mythical power takes form

Such a month! We're getting questions answered, hearing lots of inter-
esting new rumors and watching the media speculate on Chicago’s final
form for the upcoming beta round. The hardware side is moving just as

quickly with reported Power PC sales running ahead of everybody’s
guesses, while Cyrix finds a chip foundry — at last.

Internet continues to show its “dark side” this month in media articles.
Clipper keeps industry /users fuming except for a “bad boy” who may
have our answer/salvation and CIA/FBI/NSA’s worst nightmare. “Pri-
vacy” makes all these issues relatives under the silicon.

international connectivity, getting
connected to the Intermet, and a
fairly extensive (72 pages) catalog
of topics and resources available
to search on, connect to and
download from.

Other books address the In-
ternet’s resources in greater de-
tail, or specialize in connectivity
or other issues. A few of these
books cover Internet in a fashion
similar to Krol, and perhaps a
couple might do a better job. But
for now, consider The Whole In-
ternet User’s Guide & Catalog as
one of the best, and one that I
would recommend to anyone
who wanted a basic yet solid un-
derstanding of the Internet

Doug Gorrie.

And, just for fun, I’ll tie some of
the above to “Health Reform”
where “privacy” is a hidden mon-
ster lurking in wait for the un-
wary.

Frankenberg new Novell

Top dog — Noorda

Avers retirement

Novell answered one outstanding
question this month. Ray Noorda
will have a successor. Novell an-
nounced that Robert Frankenberg
has been asked, and accepted, to
take the top post at Novell.

Media saw the announcement as
a very positive tumn for Novell.
Prankenberg, 46, is a former
Hewlett-Packard Co. (H-P) senior
executive and well-versed in per-
sonal computing, software and
big information systems. He was
described in articles by The Wall
Street Journal, PC Week and Com-
puterworld as one of a very few in-
dustry executives with the
breadth and technical expertise to
take the helm at Novell.

Frankenberg had been credited
for taking the H-P PC business
from a fair-to-poor performing
unit to a solid, growing part of H-
P.

The new Novell CEO was de-
scribed by PC NEWS as an indi-
vidual “with the temperament to
fix what needs to be fixed with-
out breaking Novell’s back.” He
was seen as facing a formidable
task in integrating the recent
Novell acquisitions of WordPer-
fect Corp. and the Quattro Pro op-
eration from Borland.

End-users may gain ...

One area of concemn noted by a
number of computer media col-
umusts is that of corporate per-
sonalities, with Novell seen as a
somewhat haughty, aloof and
cold company in terms of end-
user relajons. WordPerfect and
H-P, on the other hand, have
achieved positive, enviable reputa-
tions for their efforts to work
with end-users of their products.

Several columns have expressed
their feelings that Frankenberg
may give Novell a new persona

in this critical area. Novell will
need it since they’ve dedded to
enter the end-user market with ac-
quisition of WordPerfect.

Cyrix scores big-time
IBM to make silicon
— After TI reins in

Cyrix and IBM announced that
IBM will produce Cyrix-designed
CPU'’s, thus ending one of the
Richardson company’s main bot-
tlenecks. According to media arti-
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cles, IBM, probably one of the
largest IC makers in the world,
will be producing Cyrix-designed
CPU'’s in very large quantities for
the next five years.

This also gives Cyrix’ “M1” a
CPU described by Cyrix as some-
what more efficient and faster
than Intel’s Pentium, some credi-
bility as a potential threat to the
Intel hegemony. Cyrix has de-
scribed the new architecture ex-
tensively over the past several
months, but hasn’t had “real” sili-
con to show.

One question was raised by the
Cyrix-IBM deal — just how many
competing CPU’s will IBM be
backing? They (IBM) are a major
partner in the IBM-Apple-Mo-
torola Power PC effort, produce
their own variant of the Intel 486
CPU chips, and now will be pro-
ducing silicon for Cyrix. In addi-
tion, IBM continues talks with
NexGen over possible producton
of their Pentium work-alike as
well.

Cyrix wins anyway you look at it.
Smarting after TI’s snub, Cyrix
has been unable to get enough sili-
con to market to really threaten
Inte)’s lock on the 486 market,
much less press their answer to
the Pentium assault by Intel.

AMD Reports 38%
Increase — after
Win over Intel

Advanced Micro Devices (AMD)
reported a 38% jump in profits
for their fiscal quarter. AMD re-
ported significant sales of their
486 CPU chips, approximately
900,000 chips for the quarter.

According to The Wall Street Jour-
nal April 6 article, that compares
with production of 350,000 CPU
chips in the fourth quarter. Esti-
mated AMD peak capacity is ap-
proximately 1 million chips, ac-
cording to WS/, and AMD ex-
pects to increase this potential via
production of AMD chips by Digi-
tal Equipment Corp. (DEC) in the
fourth quarter of this year.

AMD is also anticipating an in-
crease in capacity when their new
chip-making facility comes on
line in 1995. This is seen as a ma-
jor factor in combination with the
victory in the Intel suit in assur-
ing acceptance of the AMD chips
by major vendors in the PC
arena. Among major makers
cited is Compaq, who agreed to
produce AMD-powered PC’s ear-
lier in the month.

Power PC sales explode
Other, 100 MHz shoe
Will drop in 2nd Quarter

Apple Computer announced that
their 60 M-z Power PC-equipped
Mac’s have exceeded internal ex-
pectations for sales following re-
lease of the new hardware. Me-
dia critics have been split on this
issue, citing high prices and po-
tential buyer-reluctance to adopt
the new “standard.”

According to Apple, early sales of
the Motorola-IBM-Apple chip
have surpassed their early esti-
mates. Mac users quoted in the
media have been enthusiastic
about the new Quadra series, cit-
ing significant increases in speed
and capability.

Apple may get an additional
boost later this year when the 100
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MHz Power PC 604 chip is
shipped. The new chip is touted
as a faster performer than the
forthcoming 100 MHz Pentium
CPU expected from Intel, and is
seen as a match for the 150 MHz
Intel CPU'’s.

Last CPU blurb
IMS launches X86
Package for RISC’s

On-chip emulation of the X86
CPU'’s is only a step away accord-
ing to International Metasystems,
Inc., of Torrence, CA. The IMS
3250 chip is a RISC processor that
includes an on-chip module that
emulates the 486 CPU.

IMS would like to license this
emulation technology to other
RISC makers as well. Quoted in
PC NEWS, IMS CEO George
Smith claimed the new chip run-
ning at 60 MHz runs Windows ap-
plications “nearly as fast as a
33/66 486DX2.” IBM is taking a
similar path with design of X86
emulation for their Power PC 615
chip which is due to ship next
year.

X486 software emulation has been
a significant disappointment, so
far, for RISC vendors who have
sought the speed RISC allows
while keeping ability to run PC
software. Major issue cited by
media stories is compatibility

with existing standards and how
this will work in complex environ-
ments.

Hungry Symantec grabs
Central Point Software

In April utility merger

In a move cited as a new direc-
tion for major utility vendors Sy-
mantec Corp. and Central Point
Software, Symantec bid to acquire
Central Point in April. The two
largest vendors of DOS-based util-
ity software, Symantec and Cen-
tral Point are seen as defending

>
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against Microsoft Corp. in the
merger.

According to media sources, Sy-
mantec moved swiftly to thwart a
possible acquisition of Central
Point by Microsoft. Sources im-
ply that the combination will
move into the PC network utli-
ties market as the DOS desktop
market shrinks. Symantec has
been moving in this direction al-
ready, sources claim, as a result
of Microsoft’s incursions into the
DOS utilities area.

Symantec supposedly bid be-
tween $60 million and $100 mil-
lion to acquire Central Point.
Some critics of the merger cite
steady erosion of Central Point’s
share by Symantec as making the
dea] less than desirable, and oth-
ers raise the issue of possible anti-
trust issues since the combination
control the majority of the DOS
utilities market already.

Microsoft v. Stac
The story continues...

Well, like everybody promised,
the requests for injunctions are
flying. Microsoft recently filed a
request for an injunction to pre-
vent Stac Electronics from sell-
ing/shipping Stacker 3.1 and ¢.0.
Stac previously filed a similar re-
quest — to stop Microsoft from
selling anything with DoubleSpace
included.

Microsoft reports they have al-
ready pulled DoubleSpace from
shipping and future products.

On the Internet —
Clipper redux foiled
Software piracy raised
& Privacy takes blow

Gee, this is a “fun” month for In-
ternet news. If you haven’t

guessed by now, I'm not a fan of
the “Information Superhighway”
as exampled by Internet. But, In-
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ternet was in the news a lot this
month and justifies the added ex-
posure.

Most of my problems with In-
ternet have to do with Internet
“Junkies.” These are the folks
who appear in just about every
conference/message area with
hundreds of words/lines of noth-
ing but personal conundrums,
flames of other Internet Jurkies,
and a narcissistic need for public
exposure. See some of the same
names in various CIS (Com-
puserve Information Service) con-
ferences as well, so I guess it's 2
ungversal trend.

On-line addicts —
Growing problem

I used the word “jurkie”, a slang
term originally used to describe a
person addicted to heroin. Use
spread to describe anybody with
a focused, out of control craving
for a particular object.

Tom Steinert-Threlkeld used it in
a recent Cybertulk column as ap-
plied to people who have lost con-
trol of their on-line network use.
In his April 2, 1994 column in The
Dallas Morning News, he de-
scribed a number of people with
this condition, and the growing
concern over the addictive poten-
tials inherent to cyberspace.

People quoted by Steinert-Threld-
keld spoke in terms of several
straight days without pause spent
on-line, or hundreds of hours on-
line per month. One comment
caught my eye in a quote from
the general manager of Delphi In-
ternet Services Corp., who used
the key phrase “when hourly
charges are not involved.”

I would imagine most of these
people aren’t paying the freight
themselves, i.e., cost of using the
service, but are feeding their ad-
dictions via some public univer-
sify or business account instead.
Just as drug addicts discover,
eventually the piper will be paid.

Internet — Conduit
For espionage?

After all the furor over the gov-
ernment’s proposed Clipper en-
cryption system, tums out there’s
an altemnative that’s driving
NSA’s cryptographers and crypt-
analysts crazy. PGP is the culprit
and stands for “Pretty Good Pri-
vacy,”a PC-based data encryption
system.

Supposedly spread abroad via the
Intemet, PGP is the child of Philp
Zimmerman according to The
Wall Street Journal. Zinmerman
is the author of the relatively inex-
pensive data encryption system
that is becoming increasingly
popular both in the US and
abroad. The WS]J article states
that the code is, so far, unbroken
by the agencies that desperately
wanted to suppress such systems
from private use.

Police not happy...

Police officials are sanctimoni-
ously citing PGP use by drug
dealers, pedophiles and child por-
nographers (the usual named-cul-
prits when some sensationalism is
needed for law-enforcement pur-
poses) and decrying availability
to private users on this basis.
Federal agencies aren’t being so
vocal, but are considering charges
against Zimmerman for exporting
(via Internet) encryption codes.
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At home, Zimmerman is also ac-
cused of “piracy” by another secu-
rity firm, RSA Data Security, Inc.,
who claim he stole their patented
cryptographic algorithms to pro-
duce PGP.

Real “Piracy”
On Internet

A trend that began on early BBS's
has moved over to Internet —
software piracy, or illegal distribu-
tion of software and other copy-
righted materials. Two cases

were cited recently in the media,
one in Providence, R], and a sec-
ond in Boston.

Both cases resulted in computer
fraud charges. One, the Boston
case, also involves conspiracy

charges.

Most “flagrant” piracy apparently
was use of MIT computers to es-
tablish a BBS named “Cynosure”,
where an estimated $1 million
worth of pirated software was ille-
gally copied over Internet.
Among programs illegally copied
were Sym City, Excel 5.0, and
WordPerfect 6.0. Interesting aspect
cited in The Wall Street Journal's
April 11 story on the Internet pi-
racy was use of a “so-called
‘anonymous server,” a computer
in Finland” to preserve privacy
by stripping senders’ addresses
off the uploaded and down-
loaded software

E-Mail not alone —
Medical record
Security questioned

This has got to raise everyone's
paranoia level. We've seen nu-
merous media warnings about
lack of security/privacy in the E-
Mail domain, particularly when
the large data networks are in-

volved. Internet has received a
lot of attention in this area, but
definitely isn’t alone.

There’s a new twist now. Medi-
cal record security is being ques-
tioned and issues related to
Health Care Reform are being
viewed with some alarm.

Reason is that medjcal data is
quite sensitive to the individual,
and consolidation of personal
medical records into massive
health-care databases is a sure bet
for the future. Internet (or its suc-
cessor) has been proposed as one
medium capable of linking physi-
cians, hospitals, insurance carri-
ers, and regulatory bodies into
one nation-wide “Universal Medi-
cal Network.”

Benefits & risks

This has some major benefits at
the individual-patient level, in
that a person’s medical history, in-
cluding allergies, drug reactions,
etc., would be instantly available
anyplace they apply for treat-
ment. Emergency medical treat-
ment can be much safer and ap-
propriate if physicians have this
patient data at hand.

Privacy concerns may take a beat-
ing, though. Consolidation into
easily-searched databases will re-
sult in much more patient data
availability to a variety of non-
medical individuals and agencies.

TODAY'S QUOTE

“There’s nothing to do. All the
Windows software you need is
already installed— just turn it
on when you get home and
start working...”

Anonymous
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The individual’s right to privacy
may become the first casualty in
such a massive system.

Ending on —
New Author and
A "doggy” ad

Bill Gates isn’t your usual strug-
gling artist. He recently signed
with Penguin USA to publish a
book on the “Information Super-
highway.” Advance? $2.5 mil-
lion was demanded by Mi-
crosoft’s Chairman and agreed to

by Penguin.

Gates will be assisted in the publi-
cation by Nathan Myhrvold, sen-
ior vice president of advanced
technology at Microsoft, and Peter
Rinearson. Rinearson has
authored several books for Mi-
crosoft and is a Pulitzer-Prize win-
ning journalist.

According to The Wall Street Jour-
nal, Gates and Myhrvold will do-
nate their profits from the book to
as yet unnamed charities.

WD Caviar
Doggy drives?

I like dogs — at least those big
enough not to be at risk under-
foot. Ialso like Western Digital’s
Caviar series of hard disk drives.
Even so, I wasn't too sure about
the connection between the two in
recent WD advertising.

Not sure of the pup’s breed
either, but there’s a very friendiy-
looking dog prominently featured
on the upper right-hand comner of
the full-page ad. A picture of a
Caviar is at bottom-left. Ad copy
speaks to WD reliability as result
of thorough testing. Even a bold
statement that their drives don’t
crash. (Really?)

First question I had was “Is WD
saying their drives are ‘doggy’?”
Or, for the dogs?

Reagan Andrews



May 1994

by Reagan Andrews

My first car was a ‘40 Ford
coupe, purchased one-step
away from a junkyard. Paid
$100 for the Ford — which
meant toting a lot of bags at the
local supermarket.

Car ran well, stopped fairly
well, but was 14 years-old and
very slow.

New brakes and tires cured
stopping problems (my parents’
main concern). Dumping the an-
cient V8-85 for a full-house, 286
ci. V8 with track-grind cam, 9:1
finned-aluminum heads and
three Stromberg ”97” carbure-
tors* — addressed my main con-
cern. Jt became a screamer.
I'loved it, even though it repre-
sented a lot more grocery bags
carried and lawns mown.

Also, I never let my parents
know how fast it really was.

Windows also spurs need for
speed. Speed? Windows and
speed are an oxymoron.

If you want “fast” Windows, you
have to have a lot of PC speed
from the start. If you don’t, Win-
dows will be an exercise in pain.
Lots of people have made this dis-
covery, espedially in corporate set-
tings with a lot of older PC’s in
service.

Cyrix has a solution.

NTPCUG DOS SIG members saw
Cyrix’ solution at the March meet-

* If you don’t know what these
terms mean, find a “mature”
mechanic who is familiar
withearly Ford “Flat-heads.”

ing — the Cytix Cx486DRx2/
Cx4865Rx2 series of “doubled”
486 replacement CPU'’s for
“older” PC’s originally deliv-
ered with 16 - 33 MHz, 386DX
/SX CPU’s. Since 1 had been in

on the early Cyrix “Beta” of the
Cx486DLC replacement CPU’s,
the new series looked like a
“natural” for several older PC’s
in the stabie.

The Cyrix Cx486DRx2 is a sin-
gle, clock-doubled CPU chip
that provides 4865X compatibil-
ity when used alone. It pro-
vides 486DX capabilities when
used in conjunction with a

Cyrix FasMath or other 80387 co-
processor.

We had two PC’s that were

ideal candidates for the up-

grade. Idecided to try Con-
nie’s PC first.

It was already equipped with a
33 MHz Cx486DLC purchased
from a vendor in the Infomart
basement and a Cyrix FasMath
Cx83D87-33-GP coprocessor.
On the negative/positive side,
her PC also had a power sup-
ply fan making the kind of

13

North Texas PC NEWS

noises that indicated I'd soon
be opening the case anyway.
Get CMOS settings and
Backup data first...

First thing I did, before open-
ing the case, was to backup
data on Connie’s hard disk,
and make a copy of the PC’s
CMOS setup. Actual CPU
switch took approximately 15
minutes.

Lot of that time was spent locat-
ing “Pin 1” since the old, TI-
made DLC chip was a little dif-
ferent in logo layout than the
examples in Cyrix’ Installation
Manual that came with the new
Cx486DRx2 CPU.

Tools supplied by Cyrix and
manual were first rate — more
about the manual later. I even
opted to use the Cyrix-supplied
stick-on “arrow” to indicate
Pin# 1 for any future CPU ma-
nipulation.

Heat a major CPU killer

A 33 MHz CPU running at 66
MHz generates a lot of heat.
Easiest way to kill any inte-
grated-circuit (IC) is to let it get
too hot and Cyrix supplied a
stick-on heat sink in the 33
MHz upgrade kit.

Cyrix suggests using the heat
sinks on 20/40, 25/50 and the
33/66 CPU’s — My inclination
would be to use a heat sink on
any of these chips, even the
Cx486DLC’s (the TI-made
DLC'’s run very, very hot).

I used the Cyrix heat sink al-
though I would have preferred
a heat-sink & fan combination
for even better CPU cooling.
Tend to think of the problems
everyone was having with the
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9t Cyrix & Speed... Ctd.
Aao y P
early Intel 486DX2 33/66's and
poorly ventilated cases.

However, I haven’t found a
source for 386 form-factor heat
sinks and fans, yet. The case
does have two fans with one po-
sitioned to direct air across the
motherboard and this should

be sufficient.

Lessons-learned —
Turn-on a downer

After every thing was com-
pleted (I thought) and the case
was buttoned-up, I booted the
PC and almost everything
worked, except Windows which
wouldn’t go beyond the open-
ing screen. Re-opened the case,
checked all the chips, wiring
and cables, and tried again. No

joy.

My initial thought was that the
Cyrix cache manipulation had
done something to the UMB’s
(upper memory blocks) be-
tween 640K and 1024K. Prob-
lem here was that I hadn't in-
stalled Cyrix’ software and the
cache wasn’t activated.

Loose LAN line — guilty

Looked, disgustedly, at the case
and noticed I'd forgotten to re-
connect the network line and
terminator to Connie’s PC. Re-
connected the “thin-net” RG-58
cable connecting Connje’s PC to
our Windows for Workgroups
3.11 home network. That’s all
it took for Windows to pop-up
and play.

There’s a lesson here (actually
two lessons) — always keep an
“undo” and “redo” checklist
when doing this kind of switch
and make sure you’'ve redone
every thing that was undone
while working. Second, un-ter-

minated networks usually don’t
work.

I'm still not sure why the unter-
minated line would kill win-
dows, though.

Software greatly improved

Went through Cyrix’ suggested
cache-software installation.
Worked like a breeze although
manual not as clear as it could
have been.

Cyrix’ new software is much
better than previous versions,
and I'd have to guess that
they’ve made some significant
improvements ¢o chip internals
as well. While Cyrix devoted a
lot of manual space to working
with UMB’s in configuring the
CPU - cache interaction(s), I
didn’t run into any of the prob-
lems I observed with my first
Cyrix CPU chip. This “flew”
with no modifications after the
Cyrix cache software installa-
tion and reboot.

Performance gains

Performance was very impres-
sive. Connie’s PC went from
Norton SI CPU speed of 385
with the DLC chip to a much
more impressive 89.1. Using
Landmark’s System Speed Test
Version 2.00, CPU/FPU ratings
jumped from 70.7(CPU) 167.4
(FPU) to 189.5 (CPU) 193.3
(FPU) ratings.

Original Chips & Technology
MIP’S rating was 6.4, and (I
think) went to 14.2. (MIPS re-
ally doesn’t like the “doubled”
processors and produces some
quite strange results.)

Test numbers meaningless
in day-to-day use

But, CPU test numbers are re-
ally meaningless. The single,
best, measure is perception of
the user concerning speed.
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I didn’t change the 64K secon-
dary cache to 2 more reason-
able (for a 486 CPU) 256K. How-
ever, perceived speed gains in
Windows were impressive and-
both Windows for Workgroups
3.11 and MS Word for Windows
loaded and scrolled much more
quickly than before — the real
goal of the switch.

This time I didn’t need tech
support, but Cyrix has excellent
telephone support available as
well as a BBS at (800) 462-9749.

I'll do it again...

I've got another PC, an “an-
tique” Micronics 386DX/25, (at
my VA office) which will re-
ceive the same treatment, even
though I had been considering
a 486 motherboard transplant.
Reason is the economics and
time involved.

A new 486DX/33 motherboard
with CPU (Intel, AMD or
Cyrix) will run in the $300 - 400
range. Replacing 8 M DRAM
(necessary if PC used individ-
ual DIP’s or was equipped with
“slower” DRAM) will be ap-
proximately $275. That's ap-
proximately $600 - 700 — and
about an hour+ of time per PC.

Price of the 33 MHz, Cyrix
Cx486DRx2 is approximately
$399 (from Cyrix). ”“Slower”
chips range from $299 (16, 20
MHz) to $349 for the 25 MHz
units. Prices are substantially
lower from local retail sources
and the vendors in the Infomart
basement during NTPCUG
meetings.

For more information, contact
Cyrix at (800) 462-9749 or (lo-
cal) 994-8388.

Reagan Andrews
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Disks of the Month for April, 1994

Leading off with 4DOS 5.0¢
— New shell enhances DOS

Disk 886. 4DOS 5.0e, 4/94 — Replacement Shell
for COMMAND.COM. JP Software Inc., PO Box
1470, East Arlington, MA 02174. Shareware Fee $69.

4DOS replaces the traditional DOS user interface with
a more modem, friendly, and powerful user interface.
4DOS replaces COMMAND.COM, the command inter-
preter that comes with MS-DOS and PC-DOS. 4DOS

is fully compatible with COMMAND.COM, but hasa  EDITOR’S NOTE: The fol- dJuded are ALTADD.WK1,
number of capabilities COMMAND.COM lacks; such ~ [0ng description appliesto - ECHO.ZIP and METERZIP
as enhanced DIR command, point-and-shoot file selec- These disks contain ﬂl\e o Fﬂzzﬂzﬁiﬂe goa a%;!:n
tion for any command, and the ability to completely grams presented in the B P i orepared by Kenmeth
redefirie your system’s commands. ties” section of PC Magazire, Loafman, edited by Katkryn
along with the source code. Loafman (4/94).

4DOS is a “DOS shell”, but unlike most DOS shell§ it pach ZIPped file is an archive
does not isolate the user from the DOS command line.  of al the files that were men- B
4DOS is intended to make DOS easier to use and pro-  Hened in ﬂ-llleh;’g ﬁxﬂﬂ'ﬂe is- u]?“l;;:;}qpc k‘l";éi?“e U;h'

i sue that is lis er the es ov- an — Ex-
vides enhancements to most of the DOS com@ands, as ZiPped fle name. For instruc-  ecutables & Source Code.
well as more than 40 new commands. These improve- . .

tions on how to use the pro- VI2N19.ZIP — PC Mavazine
ments make 4DOS a much richer and more powerful grams, see the PC Magazine is- vl ume 12, Number 19 %No— ’
working environment than COMMAND.COM, with- ~ sue dmd-;'hes;gﬁ;’iﬁ% 2T vember 9, 1993 issue).
e iy ey T ighted t Y

out sacrificing the compatibility, flexibility and control ~ COPyrighted to PC Magazme Features DRVLOAD, a utility

. . , (u des can be found on
you get from working at the command line. If you're mepgéMagNet) and are made  that lets you install M5-DOS

tired of the limitations of COMMAND.COM, you’ll avajlable by the NTPCUG as device drivers from the DOS
love 4DOS! a service o our members. comdn:an:e%mmﬂ etlli_lmigg-

. . - ing the n to edit the CON-
4DOS is a complete computing environument that ‘ti)e‘:‘;;g &Pfidngsizxéllﬁlexs FIG.SYS file to include de-
works with all versions of MS-DOS and PC-DOS from & Source Code. L”oiff s‘zstit;‘:z‘ﬁ daer:id:rh:“ e
2.0 to 6.2; with DR-DOS 34, 50, 60 and abO\.re; and mn V12N17.ZIP - PC Magazine, LIST.ZIP, FILCDR ZIP,

05/2 1.x and 2.1 DOS sessions. It is compatible with Volurne 12, Number 17 (Octo-  UNLZIF, and BLINDE.BAS.
virtually all application programs, with Microsoft Win-  ber 12, 1993 issue). VI2N20ZIP — PC Magazine,
dows, and with task switching programs like Features HK (HOTKEY Ver- Volume 12, Number 20 (No-
DESQview and Back & Forth. sion 1.1), a Windows 3.1 util- vember 23, 1993 issue).

lty that lets you asagn hot- tures AED . 1.
4DOS version 5.0 offers full support for the new fea- keys to your programs with a :e;mu, menum‘:fﬁe_gfi_

much wider range of possible o7 text editor that can be

tures of Microsoft’s latest
keystrokes than Program Man- |60 DOS, 0S/2, Win-

DOS release, MS-DOS 6.2.

Also included
It also includes support for O OSPA SCT. St IM2. WPM, Sg;vsANgé ox ;ﬁ;dg:s DOS
the latest release of IBM DATEMA ZIF, JKEY- ESCMEN.ZIP, MENUS.ZIP,
0S/2, version 2.1. DEMO.PRG and BIGJOB.ZIP.  gya1, ZIP, UNICHA ZIP,
('Updated 11-11-93). and DBI_AYT.Z:P (‘Upd.ﬂh?d
Downloaded from Com- V12N18.ZIP - PC Magazine, 11-11-93)
puserve by Kenneth Loafman. Volume 12, Number 18 (Octo-  y15N2) ZIP — PC Magazine,
ber 26, 1993 issue). Volume 12, Number 21 (De-
Readme prepared by Features FONEWORD, a Win-  cember 7, 1993 issue).
Kenneth Loafman, dows 3.1 uhhty that finds all Features MONTOR (Ver 1.1),
edited by Kathryn the mnemonic words and a Windows 3.1 utility that

phrases that can be made "MDNM” tracks your sys-
from ordinary seven-digit tele- o1 auailable memory, free
phofe numbers. Also in- system resources, and disk

Loafman (4/94).
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space, and wams you if any
one of them drops below pre-
set warning points (updated
12-04-93). Also included are
BCOTTIME.BAT and BOOT-
TIM2 BAT, PAGNUM.WPM,
PNFOOT.WPM, &
PNTARG.WPM,
SEQPRT.WK1 &
SEQPR1.WK1, and
UNTTYP.ZIP.

VI2N2.ZIP — PC Magazine,
Volume 12, Number 22 (De-
cember 21, 1993 issue).

Peatures QPATH.COM, a
small TSR (Terminate and
Stay Resident) utility that di-
rects DOS to begin its search
for a command with a given
path rather than with the cur-
rent directory, and which pre-
vents DOS from executing
spedified commands. Also in-
cluded are NUMPRN.ZIF,
FONPIX.ZIP, D2JUL.ZIF,
DLLACC.ZIP, and WI-
NASM.ZTP.

VI3N0.ZIP — PC Magazine,
Volume 13, Number 1 (Janu-
ary 11, 1994 issue).

Features PCDEZIP, a utility
that extracts the contents of
ZIP files downloaded from
ZiffNet. PCDEZIP replaces
the earlier PCUNZIP utljty in
order to achieve compatibility
with Version 2.0 of PKZIP.
Also included are CDD.BAT,
SLOWTT.ZIP, NOREPE.ZIP,
LN.ZP and INTLOO.ZIP.

V13N02.ZIP — PC Magazine,
Volume 13, Number 1 (Janu-
ary 25, 1994 issue).

Features INFORMER, a utility
that displays a report of the
exact interrupt services a DOS
program uses, as well as how
often it calls them. Also in-
¢cluded are UMB.ZIP, CK.ZIP,
WINCLIPBAS and CO-
SUSE.ZIP.

Files downloaded from Com-
puserve by Kenneth Loafman.

Readme prepared by Kenmeth
Loafman, edited by Kathryn
Loafman (4/94).

Disk 889. PC Magazine Utili-
ties 1994 Feb-Mar — Ex-
ecutables & Source Code.

V13NG3.ZIP - PC Maguazine,
Volume 13, Number 3 (Febru-
ary 8, 1994 issue).

Features VULCAN, two Win-
dows 3.1 utilities in one—a
Trashcan and a Vault. In
Trashcan mode, VULCAN pro-
vides a safe, reversible delete
facility. In Vault mode, VUL-
CAN lets you archive older
versions of important docu-
ments as you work. Also in-
cluded are INPUTZIT,
TESTVA.ZIF, FORM.Z1P, ORD-
SUEZIP, INCSC, and
BRUSH.ZIP

VI3NO4LZF - PC Magazine,
Volume 13, Number 4 (Pebru-
ary 22, 1994 issue).

Features CONFIX, a device
driver that lets you issue com-
mands such as PAUSE or CLS
early in the boot process.
CONFIX’s comunands aid you
in locating and fixing errors
in your CONFIG.5YS file.
Also induded are DATER ZIP,
VIDTES .ZIP, NTPATH.ZTP
and WINAPIZTP.

V13NO05.ZIP - PC Maguazine,
Volume 13, Number 5 (March
15, 1994 issue).

Features THINDISK (Version
1.1), a Windows utility that
makes it easier to trim the fat
from your hard disk by delet-
ing unneeded files. Also in-
cluded are COUNT.ZIP,
TMTOGG.ZIP, SEVPAY.ZIP,
NDY2.PRG, NEWMAC.ZIP
and PATHOP.ZIP.

V13N06.ZIP - PC Magazine,
Volume 13, Number 6 (March
29, 1994 issue).

Features UPDATE, a utility
that takes two file sources,
such as a floppy disk and a
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hard disk subdirectory, and
synchronizes them so both
contain the latest version of
your files. Also included are
EXITWIN, and WINVER.

Files downloaded from Com-

puserve by Kenneth Loafman.
Readme prepared by Kenneth
Loafman, edited by Kathryn
Loafman (4/94).

Disk 890. PC Magazine Utili-
ties 1994 Apr-May — Ex-
ecutables & Source Code.

V13N07.2ZIP - PC Magazine,
Volume 13, Number 7 (Apri)
12, 1994 issue).

Features PERUSE, a TSR that
captures and saves screen in-
formation as it scrolls off the
top of the screen. Also in-
cluded are DOCTRAK,
TESTCM.ZIP, MEXPAND.BAT
and PATHRG.ZIP.

VI13NO08.ZIP - PC Maguzine,
Volume 13, Number 8 (April
26, 1994 issue).

Features DISKPIE, a Windows
program that uses pie charts
to give you a graphic view of
what's taking up space on
your hard disk (VBRUN3.ZIP
is also required). Also in-
cluded are NAME.ZIP, FONT-
SORT, and MAXWINSC.
(Updated DISKPIE source
code file 04-12-94.)

VI13N09.ZIP - PC Maguzine,
Volume 13, Number 9 (May
17, 1954 issue).

Features INIBAK, a utility 7
that automates the backup of s
selected Windows .INI files. )
(INTBAK requires
VBRUNZ.ZIP and
CMDIAL.ZIP also.). Also in-
cluded TSRMEM.ZIP,
VM.EXE, CDXCODZIF,
NTXFOR.ZIP and
MOVIEP.ZIP.

Files downloaded from Com-

puserve by Kenneth Loafman.
Readme prepared by Kenneth
Loafman, edited by Kathryn )
Loafman (4/94). ROy




May 1994

6,500 ICONS!

Review by Robert Manalo

The Complete Icon Collection, Reasonable Solutions
Inc., 503-776-5777

Price: $20.00 for 5, 360K disks $4.00 s&h,
$22.50 for 5, 1.44MB disks plus $4.00 s&h.
Requirements: Windows 3.1,

5.5MB hard disk space.

The Complete Icon Collection consists of five disks
that carry five libraries of Windows 3.1 icons in com-
pressed format. Five separate directories are recom-
mended at install time for two reasons. It is easier
to work with the icons if they are in small groups.
And, the file-viewing utility that is supplied with
the collection can handle only 2048 icons in one di-
rectory and will crash if there are more than the
lirnjt.

Installation takes time...

[t takes some time to install each directory of about
1200 icons. On a 386-40 machine, it took about 30
minutes to decompress the files. So the estimated
total install ime (I did not install all the files)
would be about 2.5 hours.

The first directory took about 1.2MB of disk space
with 1160 icons.

After installing the 1160-icon directory, 1 used
LICO, the induded file-viewing utility, to view the
icons. This gave my hard disk a workout as it
cranked away displaying each icon on the screen.
LICO takes about 30 seconds to display about 54
icons on my full VGA screen.

If you swap to another screen and then swap back
to the ICON screen, LICO will run through the icon
reads from the beginning and cycle through the 30
seconds again.

When 1 tﬁaged to the next
screen, the same 30 second cycle
was required to display the next
54 icons. On some screens, the
display would run faster —
Erobably due to the buffers

illed from disk reads. But this
would eventually slow down to
the one-icon-at-a-time read and
display.

I estimated that to run through
the entire 1160 icons would take
me about 10-12 minutes depend-
ing on how fast I could page
down.
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Eyes into Icons?

I didn’t want to view the next 1000 icons and turn
my eyes into icons and rattle my brain with hearing
the hard disk go rock and roll. However, Idid
blaze through a few hundred of those pictures.
They are good! The color was sharp and the im-
ages were well drawn.

Some were eye-catching and amusing.

The next question ] faced was what to do with

these icons. I guess ] could use them to replace the
icons on my desktop. I then thought of Object Pack-
ager in the Accessories Group.

I brought up Object Packager and read in one of the
icons. Great! I could then use these icons to repre-
sent various objects embedded in Word, for exam-
ple. The icons are stored independently in single
Jco files. This makes it easy to get at each one indi-
vidually, but of course, you have a few thousand
files.

Playing with Icons —
Manipulation and Conversion

Playing with all these icons then gave me the idea
of manipulating them and converting them to, for
example, a .bmp file, or converting a .bmp file to an
.ico file. Now I'am thinking of an icon editor and
converter program.

What do you do about it? Nothing — if you do not
___ care about icons.

If you want to jazz up your
desktop, your presentation, or
documents, or you use Norton
Desktop or some similar pack-
age, you may want to check
out the Complete Icon Collec-
tion (6,500 icons only). You
will need a good icon edifor
and hard disk space to spare

And, a fast CPU.
Robert Manalo
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News and meeting notes of Special Interest Groups

(Material for this column should be sent to Alex Lilley, SIG Coordinator,
before the 10th day of each month)

ACCESS SIG

Our featured guest speaker for
May, Bobby Taylor, is an inde-
pendent consultant and client-
server application designer and
developer. His topic is “Informa-
tion Modeling” and the
Asymetrix “InfoModeler” soft-
ware that assists in structuring da-
tabases. The software is available
for Access and a number of other
popular databases.

Thanks to Joe Clark for sharing
his knowledge with us in April.
Joe is an independent database
consultant who spends much of
his time developing and teaching
Access classes around the world.

He has amply demonstrated to us
that he “knows his stuff” when it
comes to Access.

Jim Sigle, winner of the March
giveaway, and Larry Linson at-
tended Joe Clark’s Softbite Inter-
national class, “Building Mi-
crosoft Access Applications” early
in April and were most favorably
impressed. We both recommend
it! The next time it is given in
Dallas, the class will have been
updated for Access 2.0. Thanks
for the comments and summary
provided to the SIG at the April
meeting,

Thanks to Bobby Taylor for ar-
ranging and to Asymetrix for pro-

Ve

\

FROM THE $1G COORDINATOR

As technology changes, so do our needs and therafore our SIGs. The following are
changes/addltions/needs/proposals that the NTPCUG has made 1o the SIG's.

New SIGs:

—APL ~ Meets from 1:00 untif 1:55 [Contact Frank Cavalitto for information)
—The Master Generloglst — Meets from 2:00 until 2:55
—Internet — Meets from 6:00 until 9:55 [Contact Doug Gorrie for information)

New SIG Leaders:

— Quicken — W.L. Harrls [(214) 291-7616H, (214) 462-3676W)
Phil Faulkner [(214) 239-0561H, (214) 819-4446W]

Groups Looking for Help In Leading thelr SIGs:

—Parsonal Users — Leader [contact Alex Lilley @ (214) 517-7430)
—Windows Applications — [Contact Rick Sivernell @ (214) 306-5422]

The requirements for forming a SIG are:

Leadershlp — at least one Indlvidual willing to lead the SIQ, and an assistant.
Membership — at least aight individuals willing to attend the SiG fairy consistently.

If you have a group that meets thase qualifications or would like help in finding oth-
erg that might share your interests, please contact me at {214) 517-7430 (R} or

(214) 9534970 (W)

\
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viding a fully registerable copy of
“InfoModeler” for Access as the
giveaway for this month’s meet-
ing. It is really a valuable prize,
both in terms of its usefulness to
an Access developer and in finan-
cial terms.

Call for Volunteers: We are stll in
need of volunteers to speak at the
Access SIG, demonstrate their Ac-
cess applications, share their expe-
rience in exploring the use of Ac-
cess, or contribute samples illus-
trating Access techniques for a
freeware disk to be submitted to
the Disk of the Month operation.
If you have an answer, tip, or
hint that you don’t think is worth
a full-blown presentation, bring a
sample .MDB that you, or one of
us, can show during the regular
Q&A&T&H session.

See you at the Access SIG on May
21! It's going to be an interesting
presentation and we also expect
some good discussion of mem-
bers’ “first looks” at Access 2.0.

LarTy Linson
ACT! SIG

I have received the ACT for Win-
dows 2.0 upgrade and have be-
gun playing with it While the
look is almost the same, there
have been several changes in the
feel of the program.

During the next few meetings we
will begin at the beginning, 1.e.,
setting up contacts, customizing
templates, etc. Newcomers will
be able to see how to begin using
the program and those who are
experienced will be able to see
the changes in the program struc-
ture.

We will continue to discuss the
ways to use the software to help

19
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you accomplish your daily tasks.
We also set aside the last part of
each meeting to answer your
questions about ACTL

See you at the next meeting.

wyan

Jim Thompson
ASSEMBLER SIG

At our April meeting, Frank
Cavallito presented a review of
Michael Abrash’s new book, The
Zen of Optimization published by
Coriolis Press. It was great to see
that Abrash still has the same pa-
tient and thorough style that
made his earlier book, The Zen of
Assembler Language, such a huge
success. Best of Juck to Abrash,
and a big thank you to Frank for

his review.

At press time, the focus for our
May meeting has not been nailed
down, but we will probably have
reviews and a comparison of the
latest versions of Borland’s TASM
4.0 and Microsoft’s MASM 6.11.

Whether you are a pro or a nov-
ice assembly language program-
mer or just want to know more
about the tools of the trade,
please join us — we are always
happy to help and eager to meet
new people.

Glynn Brooks
Beginners BASIC SIG

The Beginners BASIC SIG fea-
tures GW-Basic & QBasic step-by-
step program writing with small
sample programs. Six to eight-
page instruction sheet each meet-
ing. Questions and answers on
any Basic code subject at any
time. This group does “No Win-

>
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dows Basic” (NOW Basic for
short).

DOM #846 was released in Au-
gust ‘93 with all the SIG material
covered up until that time. A few
of these disks are available at
each SIG meeting for $2, saving a
trip to the basement. DOM #846
will be expanded about the first

of each year. The #846 disk was
inadvertently copied as a 360Kb,
deleting all the shareware subdi-
rectories. A new & revised #8456,
which is 1.2Mb, is now available.
If you bought a 360Kb version, it
will be exchanged for 2 1.2Mb ver-
sion at the NTPCUG Disk-Of-
Month desk.

Subjects covered on DOM #846:
Writing a program, Report pro-
gram & String Variables, Sequen-
tial files, Random files, Math &
Number Variables, Arrays ex-
plained, Sort & merge theory, Pro-
gram editing, Debug & Testing,
Error messages & Error Traps,
CRT & printer code, and share-
ware utility gems.

Recent SIG meetings have cov-
ered: Screen design & data input
code, Compiling Basic language
programs, Keyboard ASCII &
Scan Codes, XREF program in Ba-
sic for NOWBasic (VC.ZIP),
Alumni List Program set: Data in-
put, sort, report, labels, and
screens using Ansipaint, Explor-
ing RAM memory, Exploring the
disk layout. And, in Feb. 94, a pro-
gram named INTEREST, which
calculates interest problems of the
six different types. March 94
showed a program, GW2QB.EXE,
which converts a GWBasic pro-
gram to QBasic. April SIG will be

Also to be covered in 1994:
Bit/hex/decimal conversion,
FlashCard program to improve a
student’s arithmetic skills, graph-
ics programs, payroll programs,
general ledger programs, your
own spread sheet program, inven-
tory control, and your own data-
base program code (Not necessar-
ily in that order).

Charles Jacobus
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Communications SIG

In April, the Communications
SIG was privileged to have Don
Stoffel of Factory Direct discuss
Commurications in the Work-
place.

In May, Dave Casey of Westron
Communications will join us to
discuss Telecommuting, and
Voice/Data Integration. This is a
topic of significant interest to
many corporations, given govern-
ment pressure to reduce automo-
tive related pollution. Come join
us and see how you can benefit
from telecommuting.

Doug Gorrie & Birl Smith
DOS SIG

May’s DOS SIG meeting may ac-
tually get back to talking about
DOS! We’ve had a number of re-
quests to address MEMMAKER
and other MS DOS utilities.
Looks like May will be the time
to get into these “knotty” subjects
and begin looking like a real
working SIG again.

That presupposes that no earth-
shaking announcements will issue
forth from Microsoft, Novell or
IBM concerning their respective
DOS’s. In that event, we’ll try to
split our attention between
“news” (and/or rumor) and a dis-
cussion of current versions of
DOS and how to make them be-
have — and perform.

With any real luck, Jim Hois-
ington, NTPCUG President-Elect,
(now) UNTX guru and bon-vivant
world traveler will be with us for
a second meeting in a row. We'll
close with the usual open-ended,
bare-lmuckles Q&A session at the
end of the SIG Meeting.
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DOS Tip
— Ending Installation “Uglies”

One of the most frequent com-
plaints we hear in the DOS SIG is
laments over how some thrilling,
new software package SETUP has
re-written the CONFIG.SYS and
AUTOEXEC.BAT files, copied a
bunch of files to one or more di-
rectories and even made changes
to WIN.INI and SYSTEM.INI files
in the process. We usually hear
this when (1.) the user finds one
(or more) other programs no
longer work, and/or (2.) when
the software is less than stellar
and the user wants to eliminate it
from their system, but doesn’t
know what was intalled and/or
changed.

You can protect yourself from
most of this by backing-up CON-
FIG.SYS, AUTOEXEC BAT,
WIN.INI and SYSTEM.INI in a
separate directory, and/or mak-
ing them read-only through DOS’
ATTRIB command, i.e.,

ATTRIB +R (filename)

I would suggest making file list-
ings of (1.) the DOS directory, (2.)
the Windows directory, and (3.)
the Windows\System directory.
This is easy through DOS, using
the enhanced DIR commands. Go
to the directory in question, then
use the following:

DIR /O:E-D {gp) >OLDDIR.TXT

What you've done is tell DOS to
do a directory search, sorted by
extension — in reverse-order by
date, then write it to an ASCII file
named “OLDDIRTXT.” Any
name is OK for the file, but don’t
forget the space or the “ > “ —
that redirects the directory search
output from the screen to the file
you‘ve named.

After the new software is in-

stalled, do the same process, this

time using a different name, ie.,
NEWDIR.TXT and compare with
the original. You sort by date in
reverse order so that the newest
files appear first by extension and
you can find what the installation
program has installed or changed.

Reagan Andrews
Genealogy SIG — General

The General Genealogy SIG sup-
ports all genealogy hardware or
software. It meets in Room 1059
from 9 to 10 a.m. with approxi-
mately 60 to 70 attendees.

The March program showed how
video editing can enhance your
computer genealogy data files. It
was brought by Digital Arts, a lo-
cal company owed by Garvin
Tate (214-524-8548) and Keith
McAdams (214-535-8623,).

Although neither of these guys
are genealogists they rigged up a
genealogy-like tree and then
showed where the names of the
tree could be presented in
slideshow (continual rotation) or
by clicking on a name. When a
name was selected, there was not
only the pertinent genealogy
(events, places, dates) but either
pictures (with sound) of the older
generations or animated video
clips of the younger generations.

The program was shown by us-
ing video clips and a TV.

A computer could have been
used but Digital Arts did not
have a computer they could bring
and the majority of the computers
normally brought to the SIG do
not have CD ROM's or sound
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cards, both of which are neces-
sary for a multimedia presenta-
tion. In addition to the two clips,
two types of video editing were
demonstrated and there was a
demonstration of a multimedia
product.

Adobe Premier and Director were
the two types of video editors
demonstrated. This was an inter-
esting presentation because it
shows that motion, sound, and
color can soon become a part of

your genealogy program output.

The May 21 Topic will be “Millen-
nium Maps Through Time”. It
will allow you to locate and fol-
low your family through Europe
as time marches on.

Al Sanford
Genealogy SIG— PAF

The PAF SIG meets in room 1059
from 10 to 11 a.m. on Super Satur-
days with about 50 members pre-
sent. The SIG leader is Joe
Waldrop. PAF is the most popu-
lar genealogy software program
in use. The March program was
on some of the peripherals that
can be used with PAF. Some of
these were (those with * are avail-
able in the SIG disk library):

AHNDES 1.7* - prints ahnentafe)
(dates/places 52 generations).

Cascade 1.3* - Descendants charts,
plus 6 generation collateral

EditPAF” - Move notes to wordproces-
sor for editing; put back

FRU* - Family Records Utilities. Has
many options. There is also a com-
mercial FRU program available
that is very powerful.

FamilyPerfect - Commercial ($20
Steven Cannon, 1065 West 10210
South, South Jordan UT, 801-254-
0160). A Windows program to
take PAF data and put into book
form using WordPerfect.
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FAMSORT 2.3” - Makes alphabetical
listings from marriage file.

Forest® - Finds unconnected individu-
als

FR_PRINT* - Pamily Group Records
without empty fields.

Gen-Book - Commerdal ($59.95 Clem-
ent Custom Programming, 2105
Country Lane, Auburn CA 95603,
916-889-8801). Takes PAF data and
puts in book form, with index, us-
ing WordPerfect.

GENENUM?" - RINs are put into ID
fields. Original intent to preserve
RIN nwnbers when gedcomming.

GIPSI* - IGI and SSD1 files in GED-
COM format from PamilySearch

Henry 1.3* - Prints a sorted list giving
Henry numbers

Hotnotes 2.2* Memory resident to aid
in putting notes in PAF

Import* - From wordprocessor ASCI
to PAF note file

KinWrite - Commercial ($559.95 LDB
Associates, 8305 E Morris, Wichita
KS 67207-2435, 316-683-6200) Puts
PAF data into wordprocessor for
book form output (including gener-.
ating indexes)

NOTECLEAN® - Eliminates empty
space occupied by deleted notes

PAF2PAF* - Move individual (not re-
lationships) to 2nd database

PAFAbility* - Convert PAF data to
book form, including index

RDFE Convert* - Convert RDF data to
GEDCOM to use on PAF Family
Records data files.

RDF2GED* - Convert RDF data to
GEDCOM or ASCI

Reclaim* - Reuses deleted MRIMs

Bring your problems and/or ques-
tions to the next PAF SIG meet-
ing. Everyone will help you with
a solution or resolution.

Al Sanford
INTERNET SIG

In April, the Internet SIG dis-
cussed the World Wide Web
(WWW), one of the new
"friendly” tools available for
searching out a variety of online
resources, WWW is based on a
technology known as hypertext,
where words or characters within
a document can be selected to in-
voke links to other documents,
which in tum can contain addi-
tonal links. Where WWW is a
simple line oriented “browser” (a
program for reading hypertext),
Mosaic is a more intricate graph-
ics-based browser that utilizes hy-
pertext containing text, pictures,
audio, movies, files, etc.

Browsers allow navigation
throughout the Internet in a
much more friendly fashion than
previously available. Through
use of hypertext “home pages”,
which act as menus, users can

If you are interested, please contact Gerry
7266, Reagan Andrews at (214) 828-0699, or, Andy Oliver at
(214) 871-5750 w, or (214) 223-4044 h.

WANTED!

A FEW GOOD ARTISTS, WRITERS/EDITORS

The North Texas PC NEWS is seeking editorial assistance. We
are Jooking for experienced artists/writers/editors willing to
give a few hours a month to the NTPCUG. We need people
who can take raw copy and turn it into Pulitzer-worthy mate-
rial, or at least catch some of the spelling and grammar errors.

Heine at (214) 938-
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link from point to point within
the Internet. And in Mosaic,
when presented with a variety of
icons representing different stor-
age formats (directory, text, com-
pressed file, movie, etc.), just
click, and Mosaic invokes the ap-
propriate software needed to dis-
play it. Mosaic can also link to
and use FTP, WAIS (Wide Area
Information Service), TELNET,
and others.

The Internet SIG meets at 9:00
AM. Over time, we hope to ad-
dress the interests of both rank be-
ginners as well as proficient us-
ers. We will be pulling in experts
from the Dallas area to help an-
swer our questions on how to ac-
cess the Internet, and what to
look for once you are there. We'll
also be accumulating lots of basic
information about the Internet
and making it available through
the Disk-of-the-Month (DOM)
desk in the Infomart basement.

Feel free to stop by. If you can
contribute to the SIG, please give
us a call.

Doug Gorrie and
Tom O’Keefe

Microsoft Networking

Microsoft Networking has had 2
some exciting presentations for i
our early moming SIG. MS Net-
working meets at 8:00 and covers
technical questions and topics
with Microsoft Windows for
Workgroups, Microsoft Mail, Win-
dows NT, and Windows NT Ad-
vanced Server.

The month of Pebruary featured a Y
discussion on “Practical Proto- e
cols”, an integration-oriented
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topic that contrasted the use of
NetBEUI versus TCP/IP on the
network. Gene Hammelman pre-
sented the second part of his ex-
cellent discussion on Schedule
Plus in March. One of the regular
SIG members requested that we
do a WFW presentation to go
over the types of “gotchas” to
watch for with the installation
and running of WFW - this was
ably done this April by John
McCrae, one of the ¢o-SIG lead-
ers.

May will bring Peter Shirley to
talk about integration of Mi-
crosoft Mail into the networking
environment. We are open to sug-
gestions for SIG topics, so feel
free to approach me, or one of the
co-leaders, Bruce Wynn and John
McCrae with your idea. There
are so many interesting subjects
that it seems once a month js not
enough time to address all the
great technical features with these
products.

Future SIGs will include integra-
tion of X.25 with Microsoft RAS
(Remote Access Service), an over-
view of RAS, Integrating Mi-
crosoft NT Advanced Server with
Novell, and when other beta prod-
ucts hit the market, we will be
presenting technical discussions

of these, with demonstrations.

Join us at 8:00 on Saturday morn-
ing.

Debbie Lenhart
Paradox SIG Notes

Things are really happening in
the Borland world, and lately
nothing has been too positive. In
April, Borland closed the south-
west regional sales office here in

Dallas. This put our sis-
ter/brother organization PUNT
(Paradox Users Of North Texas)
out on the street with no official
place to meet.

Tom Browning, our Assistant
NTPCUG Paradox SIG Leader
and the current year’s PUNT
President has made other arrange-
ments for future PUNT meetings.
I wish Tom and PUNT continued
success. If anyone can help, I
would suggest touching base
with Tom at the SIG this month.

As to Paradox’s future, I think
that Borland is making every ef-
fort to recover the company’s mo-
mentum in the personal computer
database marketplace. Borland
just attempted to grow too fast
and in too many directons.
Philippe has stated that Borland
intends to return to being the pre-
mier provider of software devel-
opment tools and continue the
leadership position in the emerg-
ing PC Client Server Database
market.

This means that there should be
even greater interest and com-
pany resources placed on continu-
ing to evolve Paradox and

dBASE. Borland is making

strides to pare down the com-
pany to focus on the two market
segments where the newly restruc-
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tured Borland intends to aggres-
sively compete.

So come on by, and check out the
latest Paradox tricks and tips.

We will also throw in a healthy
dose of pure rumor and specula-
tion, just to keep things lively.
The question we will address this
month js, “Will Philippe have to
sell his vintage Corvette?” [
Inow that he is trying very hard
to control expenses. I was talking
to one of the Borland corporate
types, and he said he recently
spotted Philippe pumping his
own gas at a self service gas sta-
tion!

Fred Williams

Personal Users

The Personal Users Series is in its
third “set” of classes in May.
These classes are:

@ 9:00 aM..ermrcrricisnens Class 9
Genesis & Overview of Com-
puter Languages

% 10:00 am.....cvveeares Class 10
NTPCUG Disk of the Month
(DOM) Library

NI T, | D— Class 11
Personal Computer Graphics

¢ 1:00 pm .ot Class 12
Fundamentals of PC Com-
munications

¢ 2:00 pm s Class 12B
NTPCUG Bulletin Board Sys
tem (BBS)

Please be sure to attend any and
all of the classes, whether or not
you own a computer, are just be-
ginning to use a computer at
home or at work, or consider
yourself an intermediate user .

Alex Lilley
Pro SIG
Still no Jim! We had an excellent

meeting, all under non-disclosure
agreement, discussing the merits

>
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of the upcoming release of the
pre-pre-pre-Alpha version of the
Tucumcari Operating System
which as everyone knows imple-
ments 64-bit computing using a
minimum of 24-bit kernel objects
which are implemented as 6-bit,
bit-sliced tokens. OOPS! I signed
that non-disclosure agreement so
you didn’t read it here.

Next month'’s topic is “The road
to Winnemucca.” OOPS again!

Jum Hoisington
Quicken SIG

We want to issue a special thanks
to Billy Pitts and his assistant Jo
Johnston for their work with the
Quicken SIG during the last two
years. We hope they will come
back to visit from time to time.

I have been a user of Quicken for
the last several years. If fact, [
bought it as a result of their dem-
onstration in the Auditorium.
More recently, I have been in-
volved in starting a new com-
pany and I have set up the finan-
cial records on Quick Books for
Windows. I plan to continue dis-
cussing a specific aspect of
Quicken during the first part of
each meeting followed by a ques-
tion and answer session. Your in-
put will make the meetings more
productive.

Jim Thompson
StarSIG

StarSIG for March featured Editor
and Mrs. Paul Harral. Editor Har-
ral talked of his own blending of
the newspaper and electronic in-
formation cultures, and of
planned improvements to
StarText, both in depth of existing
features and addition of new
ones. He stressed that StarText is
an online newspaper, and that
govems publishing policy. Itisa
family operation, featuring news
on familiar and some very novel
topics, with areas devoted to
ideas, requests for help, and com-

puter-related swap, sell, and ask.
The type of flame-thrower made
infamous by the Internet has no

place here.

Dave Maxwell and Carl Perry
told of a bug reported by beta
testers of the StarLink program (a
program for calling StarText from
Windows ). They stopped ship-
ping commercial copies until the
bug is fixed. Check the STAR-
LINK keyword for news. Please
do NOT ask StarText. They don’t
know or care.

StarSIG for 9AM April 23 will fea-
ture a salute to the late Bd and
Pat Jackson, and Ed’s prize-win-
ner, Rad 14. SIG Leader Jim
Boughton will explain all as we
honor Mail Code 1125, one of the
great pioneers of StarText.

Everyone is invited. StarText
staff and columnists await your
input. On StarText, fame and
honor start with a user idea,
brought to life with work and
dedication.

William L. Jones
Beginning Visual Basic SIG

There are a number of “Beginning
v’ SIG’s at the NTPCUG meet-
ings each month and I thought 1
might describe the purpose and
function of the Beginning Visual
Basic SIG. Our purpose is to as-
sist newcomers to Microsoft’s Vis-
ual Basic for Windows develop-
ment tool. Whether you have no
previous programming experi-
ence at all or are currently pro-
gramming Windows applications
using “C” and the Windows Soft-
ware Development Kit, we will at-
tempt to guide you to the most ef-
fective path for Jearning to use
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Visual Basic for Windows. Obvi-
ously, the more programming ex-
perience you have, the quicker

you will progress in Visual Basic.

Our functon is to familiarize
members with the Visual Basic
programming environment
through sample programs, recom-
mended reading, question and an-
swer periods, and occastonally
some door prizes from Microsoft.
Our goal is to educate our mem-
bers to the point they can partici-
pate in the regular Visual Basic
SIG which meets in the same
room during the following hour.

Every February and August we
have a special program where we
devote the entire hour to describ-
ing the process for getting started
in Visual Basic for Windows. Eve-
ryone with an interest in Visual
Basic for Windows is invited to at-
tend our meetings.

During the May meeting. we will
discuss the extensibility of Visual
Basic and demonstrate this fea-
ture by creating some simple calls
to API functions from a Visual Ba-
sic application. The examples I
will use will come from Gary Cor-
nell’s The Visual Basic 3 for Win-
dows Handbook starting on page
294 with the paragraph entitled
“Accessing Windows Functions.”
Woody Pewitt will continiue the
discussion of API calls in the Vis-
ual Basic SIG meeting to follow at
9:00 AM.

Last month we discussed the use
of individual drive, directory, and
file list boxes versus the common
dialog boxes. Reference was also
made to the need to follow de-
sign guidelines for user interfaces
in Windows applications.
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The Beginning Visual Basic SIG
will meet at 8:00 AM on Satur-
day, May 21. Check the screens
in the Infomart lobby for the
room assignment. They have
been changing lately. See you
there!

Jim Carter
Visual Basic SIG

During the May 21 meeting of the
Visual Basic SIG, Woody Pewitt
will discuss the Windows Appli-
cation Program Interface (API).

A popular book on this subject is
Visual Basic Programmer’s Guide to
the Windows API authored by
Daniel Appleman and published
by Ziff-Davis Press. Woody
plans to discuss the proper use of
API functions in Visual Basic pro-
gramming and the cautions to be
followed 1n using them.

NOTE: An introduction to the
Windows API will be covered in
the Beginning Visual Basic SIG
during the previous hour (8:60 -
9:00 AM).

Last month, Woody discussed the
proper design guidelines for a
user interface in Visual Basic pro-
grams. The purpose of following
these guidelines is to promote vis-
ual and functional consistency
within and across Windows-
based software. [t was noted that
Microsoft is revising the User In-
terface Design Guide to cover the
new controls and dialog boxes be-
ing implemented in Chicago, the
next version of Windows.

The success of any SIG is directly
related to the value of the discus-
sions that take place during the
SIG meetings. Whether the dis-

cussion is related to the “desig-
nated” topic or results from the
“Q & A” session is not important.
In order to keep the Visual Basic
SIG successful, Woody asks the
members to consider making a
PrIesentation on some “cool code”
they have written or found and
make a short presentation to the
SIG on it. You may find that
someone else in the SIG can sug-
gest ways to make the code
“more cool!” See Woody for help
in getting your presentation pre-
pared and scheduled.

See you at the Visual Basic SIG
meeting at 9:00 AM on Saturday,
May 21. Check the screens in the
lobby for the room assignment.

Jim Carter
WordPerfect (DOS) SIG

ON TO BUSINESS: May is our
annual Round Table month! This
year, our concentration is exclu-
sively 6.0 for DOS! We will have
8 different topics taught simulta-
neously in the BIG room (not sure
which one so check the schedule
when you arrive). You pick a
topic you want to learn, sit in for
45 minutes or so, then move to
another table when the whistle
blows (yep, we're really going to
have whistles this year). Well
start at our normal time of 9:00
and end at 12:00, so you get 3
hours of instruction! Let me say
that the instructors are not only
knowledgeable but entertaining
as well. This is the meeting to
announce to your co-workers and
friends. It’s the best free training
you'll ever get!

See you there!
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WordPerfect TIP OF THE
MONTH!

With the Date code you can auto-
matically insert the date into your
document. Using the Date For-
mat option, you can determine
how the date looks. Do you
want the date spelled out with
words (May 15, 1994) or numbers
(5/15/94)? Do you want the
time incfuded? How about the
day of the week? These changes
are all made with Date Format.

Press {Shift}{F5) and select the 3rd
option Date Pormat. Bxamples
are displayed at the bottom of
the screen for you to follow. The
entire screen is a menu and as
you type, your new settings ap-
pear at the bottom of the screen.
The display is probably 3 1, 4.
The 3 represents the month as a
word (May), the 1 represents the
day of the month and the 4 repre-
sents the year.

You can also use spedal charac-
ters (% and $) to further affect
how the date appears. Using the
% in front of any option that’s a
number will cause a number less
than 10 to have a zero in front of
it. For instance, if you use %2
and it’s May, the result will be 05.
If it’s October, the result will still
be 10.

Using the % in front of a word
will abbreviate it. Using %3 will
cause April to be Apr and No-
vember to be Nov.

Using the $ will cause numbers
less than 10 to have a space be-
fore the number. This is helpful
when you're creating a list using
the Date Code (or Date Format)
and you don’t want them to zig-
zag down the page just because
some dates are in May and some
are in November.

Lori Quinn
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Special Interest Groups are REALLY SPECIAL

A while back I was thumbing through some old copies
of our club newsletter and discovered some words
worth remembering, written by Connie Andrews.
“Have you looked at the Spedial Interest Group listings
inside your newsletter lately? Seemns like there’s a SIG
for everything but how to fix your kitchen sink.

The variety of topics covered by our SIG’s is pretty im-
pressive. So is the dedication of our SIG leaders and Co-
leaders. Many hours go into planning for and presenta-
tion of our SIG’s. I, for one, received several very good
Hips just at the Jast meeting which will save me hours of
work in the future. Whether a SIG follows a Q&A for-

mat, instruction with handouts, presentations by ven-
dors, or a combination, all have a dedicated following
and do an outstanding job of keeping us up on the lat-
est developments in our areas of interest.

SIG’s are the very core of our group. They represent
the knowledge base and forum that user groups are all
about. We’ve all experienced the excitement and enjoy-
ment of learning at SIG’s. Take a minute to stop by af-
ter the next meeting and say thanks to your SIG
leader..”

Be sure to thank our volunteers; they make meetings
possible. The volunteers from our last meeting are rec-

ognized on this page.

Infomart Liaison Paul Williams
Stuart Yarus Bob Wuller
Booth Crew:
Vendor Setup/Breakdown William Aderhold
Anchors: Alan Betucd
John Ivers Roger Bopp
Rod Rodolico (double) Jo Cannon
David Slavik Lorin Ceanford
Crew: Eteta E. Eta
Jim Aragon Tim Foster
Kenneth Berg Hank Holt
Jim Bourgeos Cheryl Hunter
Hank Coleman John Ivers
Doug Williams Tim Lanz
Claude McClure
Auditorium Presentations Foy T. Mills
Timothy Carmichael Martin Moomaw
Chuis Jung Liz Rittenhouse
Christopher Carmichael Monica Straw
Fred Toulmin
Information/Registration Bill Wade
Booth
Statistician: Disk of the Month
Connie Andrews (DOM)
Scheduler: DOM Shift Supervisors:
Bob Wuller Joe Allen
Anchors: Roy Bales
Connie Andrews James Donlon
Al Aston M. Pat Henley(double)
Ralph Beaver DOM Desk Crew:
Judy Griffiths Doug Athas
Eugene Hamelman Berny Baars
Allan Harbaugh Rob Bender
David Huckabee Gene Carleton
Cinda Lovil Don Chick
David Martin Norman Dang
Raymond Reyes William Farris
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Judy Griffiths

Gene Hamelman

Kent Haven

Tom Jackson

Amold Krusemark

Mac McKeethen

Jan Parkhill

Bob Post

Ron Stinson

Oscar Tyler

Robert Walton

Solomon Woldesenbet

Jerry Wooldridge
Spedal Thanks to:

Set Up Crew:

Mark Gruner

Kent Haven

M. Pat Henley

Jerry Stone

Kathryn Loafman
Kenneth Loafman
Inventory and Take-down
Crew:
Charles Carter
Gil Brand
Roger Wick
William Powell
Jimmy Green
David Schell
Jim Yancey
DOM Desk Scheduler:
Charles Cashion
Disks for Review Manager:
Howard Hamilton
Disk Production:
Kathryn Loafman
Kenneth Loafman

1. By phona:

Timothy Carmichasl

DOM Booth Scheduler
Charies Cashion

DOM Software Revlaw
Howard Hamilon

Information Booth and
Genoral Informatlon
N Claude McClure

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION

1_ViaBBS: (214)387-2751, (214)387-2752 or (214)263-5036
{metro). Sign up on the Volumeer Conterence - make the sub-
Ject matter your area of Interest.

Slgn up at the Information Booth or DOM
Booth to work those areas in a coming month.

Auditorlum Presentations

(214)661-4826 ()

(214)881-0952 (h)
(214)519-2583 (w)

(214)844-5721 (h)

(214)867-0978 (h) J
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NTPCUG User-to-user program These individuals are volunteering to assist NTPCUG

members. NTPCUG is assisting in finding these
volunteers for you, but cannot be responsible for
unsatisfactory outcomes. Next to each subject, we will
list the person’s name, phone number and the times
they are available. Please honor the wishes of our
helpers by seeking help only during those hours.

Introducing the NTPCUG User-To-User program,
composed of members who are willing to donate their
time to help others with software and hardware
questions. Some of our helpers are professional
consultants. All have joined the User-to-User Program
because they want to share their knowledge with
others and help them. They agreed to answer
quesHons that they are comfortable handling over the
phone, without charge, and within reasonable time
limits (at the volunteer’s discretion).

Please try to resolve your problem by reading the
manual and any on-line help BEFORE calling,.

SUBJECT  HELPER PHONE DAYS HOURS SUBJECT  HELPER PHONE DAYS HOURS
Access MIDI
.......... Lamy Unson. ...... {817)487-2350  M-Sa 1300-1500 cveor-.... Glynn Brooks...... (214)888-0625 M-F 0800-1600
Assembly language PC ToolsWin
.......... Frank Cavallito . ... (214)423-9221 7 1800-2200 vereer.... GlynnBrooks...... {214)883-0625 M-F (0800-1600
.......... Glynn Brooks. .. ... (214)888-0625  M-F 0800-1600 Paradox
BAsic Fred Williams. .. ... (214)492-1315 7 13002100
.......... Mike Firth. ... ..... (214)827-7734 7  0800-2200 ProComm/ProComm +
Brother's Keeper L Doug Gorrie... ... .. (214) 464-7942 M-F 0800-1700
.......... Neil Sunderiand. ... (214)272-2869 7  (900-2200 e een . (214) 618-8002 S-S 1000-1900
C (the language} Bill Green. ., ...... (817) 731-1308
.......... Howard Harkness . . (817)267-6227  Sun 09001200 ceve...... Joseph Beasley. ... (214)2258752 7  (800-2400
............................ T&T 1800-2030 vv.ovv.... Joseph Beasley. ... (214)410-3818 7 0800-2200
C++ (the language) Quattro Pro/Win
.......... Bob Adams ....... (214)328-1455  M-Sa(0900-1900 vevieven., Glyon Brooks...... (214)B88-0625 M-F (800-1600
.......... Howard Harkness .. (817)267-6227  Sun 0900-1200 Quicken
............................ T&T 1800-2030 vee....... BlllyPitts ......... (817)430-8148 7  1830-2100
BortandCH+ JimHalt .......... (214)348-7848 7 1000-2100
.......... Bob Adams ....... (214)328-1455  M-520900-1300 SPFPC
.......... Howard Harkness .. (817)267-6227  Sun 0900-1200 veveee.... Doug Gomie....... (214) 4647942 M-F 0800-1700
............................ T&T 1800-2030 e, {214) 618-8002 S-S 1000-1900
Comm Software TurboVision
.......... Doug Gorrie. . . .... (214) 464-7942  M-F 0800-1700 vevvive... Howard Hardmess .. (817)267-6227  Sun (900-1200
............................ (214) 618-8002 S-S 1000-1500 T&T 1800-2030
CompuServe UNIX
.......... Bob Adams . ...... {214)328-1455  M-Sa0300-1900 vevevv.... Doug Scoft........ (817)2614653 7  1830-2200
DOS (all MS versions)
.......... Rick Steffon. .. .... {214)327-2728 7  1000-2400 LEGEND:
LANs - Novell 7o, All 7 days of each week
.......... Joseph Beasley. ... {214)2258752 7  0800-2400 M-F....... Monday through Friday

— Lantestic T&T ...... Tuesday and Thursday
.......... Joseph Beasley. ... (214)4103818 7  0300-2200 M-Sa ..... Monday through Saturday
Managing Your Money S&S...... Saturday and Sunday
.......... Glynn Braoks. ... .. (214)888-0625 M-F 0800-1600
MathCAD _ {Continued on next page.)
.......... Bob Adams ....... (2143281455  M-Sa0800-1900 >
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The sublect areas below do not have a volunteer to answer questions. If
you would like lo assist or add possible categories for the lulure, please
contact Bill Drissel at (214)264-9680 M-F 18302200 or Sa & Su
0900-2200. Bill will send you a form on which you can list your

Visual Baslc - Advanced

qualifications and sign.

.......... Woody Pewitt .. ... (214)230-3485 M-F 0800-1800

Visual Basie - Beginning Areas Needing Helpers:
.......... JimCarter........ (214)2355968 7  1700-2130
.......... LJ. Johnson...... (214)4959067 7  1700-2130 Beginners It's Legal
.......... Gene Hamelman. .. (214)495-6342 7  1700-2130 % & Sense LapLink

s Rick Sivemell (214)306-5422 7 1830-2200 Anti-Vius Mathematica
.......... ick Sivemell .. ...

WindowsdWorkgroups Borland Turpo C Modems
.......... Joseph Beasley ... (214)225:6752 7  0800-2400 CAD Money Counts
.......... Joseph Beaslay ... (214)4103818 7 0900-2200 Corel Draw Money Plans

WP 5.x /Windows Dataflex Microsoft C
.......... Georgene Harkness {817)267-6227  Sun 0900-1200 dBase, dBase II4AV Microsoft C++
........................... M-F 1800-2030 DeskLink Microsoft Visual C+

Word for Wlnadeowsl Kurt 817 356.9504 7 ” Desktop Publishing Microsoft Word

wen verly Kutin...... (817) : DOS (IBM) Microsoft Works

.......... Doug Scoft ........ (8172634653 7  1830-2200 DR DOS MKS products

Easy Text Norton Utilities

LEGEND: First Choice 08/2

[T All 7 days of each week First Publisher PAF

MF....... Monday through Friday Fox Pro Pagemaker

T&l...o Tuesday and Thursday Fund Watch Plus PC Hookup

':&SS& """ }éﬂcinc::y ":;198“ S:t”rday Hardware Help Personal Tax Preparer

....... aturda unda . . .
y ey Harvard Graphics PKzip/PKUNZip _
7 N Portfolio Analyzer
Q&A File
Membership Application QuietWrite
North T PC Us I Roots
orth Texas ers Group, Inc. Smart
The NTPCUG is as non-profit independent organization of individuals learning to apply Smart Notes
persanal computers to practical problems. For additional information, call (214) 746-4699.
s Sound Blaster
Name: {Lasl) (At Stacker
Address: SuperCalc
Symphony
City: State: r TurboTax
PHONE: (Greck Prefertsd No Home ___ ) Mero? Y __N__ TurboVision
Work ___( ) (&) Meto? Y _ N ___ )
Occupation/Profession; Ventura Publisher
Word (see Microsoft)
Payment: M Application Status: XTree
Cash__ Classification: New Member____
Check.__ ($24.00)____ Rewnewal___
Credit Card___ Student {$16.00)___ Address Change___
Apptications should be mailed to: North Texas PC Users Group, P.O. Box 780066, Dallas, TX 75378-0066
(Make checks payable to NTPCUG)
Please initial here_____ if you do not wish to have your address included on member lists sold for

\_ the NTPCUG's benefit to advertisers of JBM compatible products. Y,




North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.

P.O. Box 780066, Dallas, TX 75378-0066
Phone (214) 746-4699 for recorded information about the North Texas PC Users Group and
scheduled meeting date times and locations. Please leave a message if you would like spe-
cific information about the Group.

The North Texas PC Users Group, Inc., is
a non-profit, independent group, not asso-
ciated with IBM or any other corporation.
Membership is open to owners and others
interested in exchanging ideas, informa-
tion, hardware, predictions, and other
items related to IBM Personal and compat-
ible computers. To join the Group, com-
plete the application blank printed else-

where in this newsletter, and send it with $24
membership dues to the Membership Direc-
tor whose address is shown below. A sub-
scription to the newsletter is included with
each membership. The Group meets once
each month, usually on the third or fourth
Saturday. See inside front cover for date,
time and place of the next North Texas PC
Users Group meeting.

North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.
Board of Directors
Andy Oliver, Chairman
Reagan Andrews Timothy Carmichael
Doug Gorrie Jim Hoisington
Alex Lilley Fred Williams

NTPCUG Bulletin Board

NOTE: To access the BBS Matro line from outside Area
Code 214, use Area Code 214. (This is NOT a toll call from
Fort Worth and the Mid-Cities area.)

Bulletin Board Settings: N —8 — 1
(No parity, 8 data bits, 1 stop bit)

NTPCUG BBS Telephone Numbers:

... (214)387-2751
........................................................ (214)387-2752
...................................... METRO (214)263-9036
SYSOP: ..ovvvieirmirisimniscseienne Fred Williams
Assistant Sysop: ...ccocmieenicinens Tom Prickett
Assistant SYSOp: «.oecimisirinnians Doug Gorrie
Information Mgt:.....oocoioeeio. Lewis Graber
User Relations:......cccvvcvvereirinnns Adam Peterson

Voice line for validation problems:

(214)682-0725.....crcriererrercrrerens Ask for Adam
TI PRO BULLETIN BOARD....... (214)361-5275

o) 4=, @) o2 Tom Blackwell
Address Changes, etc...

Payment of dues, address changes, and
inquiries about membership should be
directed to:

NTPCUG Membership Director
P.O. Box 780066
Dallas, Texas 75378-0066
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